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Rising Star: Fried Frank’s Michael Werner 

By Natalie Rodriguez 

Law360, New York (April 11, 2016, 11:28 AM ET) -- Leading the 
charge on several of the real estate market’s multibillion-dollar 
property deals and high-profile lease transactions is Fried Frank 
Shriver & Jacobson LLP attorney Michael J. Werner, who has landed 
a spot among Law360’s Rising Stars just about a year after making 
partner at the firm. 

The 35-year old Rising Star has long been carving out a name for 
handling a broad range of top-level matters, with some of his career 
highlights including helping Macklowe Properties with its $2.8 billion 
sale of the iconic G.M. Building in Manhattan in 2008 and advising 
Host Hotels & Resorts in a complicated lease with Vornado Realty 
Trust in 2012 for the New York Marriott Marquis Times Square. 
 
"I've been approaching my role for years as if I was a partner. I try to 
take ownership of all of my transactions and client relationships," 
Werner said. 
 
That kind of dedication and responsibility has helped Werner — who 
was one of eight real estate Rising Stars named by Law360 this year 
— build a roster of high-profile clients. Along with Macklowe, for 
whom Werner has worked on a number of matters, the young attorney has also done significant work 
for The Carlyle Group, RFR Realty, Tishman Speyers and Google Inc., among many others. 
 
Among some of his more recent accomplishments are advising CVS Health Corp. on the real estate 
matters tied to its $1.9 billion acquisition of Target Corp.’s pharmacy and clinic business, as well as 
working with 21st Century Fox and News Corp. to negotiate a 1.5 million square foot headquarters lease 
deal at 2 World Trade Center. While the media companies ultimately decided not to move forward with 
that lease deal, the complicated proposed transaction is emblematic of the kind of work Werner is 
drawn to. 
 
“It's challenging, to say the least, to negotiate a lease for a building that does not yet exist — but again, 
having a broad-based practice gave me a great degree of confidence with every aspect of the 
negotiation, like I had been to the show many times before," said Werner. 
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Werner has made a point in keeping with the Fried Frank philosophy of being adept at an array of real 
estate skills, rather than just specializing in one or two sub-niches. 
 
Along with acquisitions, sales and leasing deals, Werner also has significant experience in financing 
transactions. Some examples include guiding Macklowe Properties in a $1.9 billion financing of the GM 
Building and RFR in a $235 million refinancing of 350 Madison Avenue, as well as working with a joint 
venture between RFR and Vanke on a $360 million construction financing deal for a residential tower. 
 
In general, he has been drawn to complicated deals, such as Host Hotels' lease with Vornado, which 
called for the real estate investment trust to redevelop the retail and signage areas of the well-known 
Times Square hotel. The transaction was a “coming of age” deal for Werner, who at the time was a 
midlevel attorney looking to work his way up to the senior ranks. 
 
"At the time it was probably the most complicated transaction that I had worked on — and I had worked 
on plenty before that," said Werner, noting that the "outside of the box" structure of the deal called for 
creating a contract that included some very complex and sophisticated concepts that hardly had any 
precedent beforehand.  
 
"Often while working on that transaction I found myself grateful for the past experience I had across 
disciplines because we had to deal with acquisition and sale, partnership, finance and of course leasing 
type issues," said Werner. 
 
Werner, however, thrives on such challenging work and is ultimately thrilled when he gets to see a 
project come to life. 
 
“When you walk through the city you live in, to be able to say you had a hand in creating what you see is 
pretty spectacular,” said Werner. “It’s a tangible result of your hard work in front of you.” 
 
--Editing by Rebecca Flanagan.  
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